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in developing countries attend school.

Dr. Corlew said burns "can severely limit mobility and may damage the underlying nerves and muscles."

"Without adequate acute burn care, a burned foot may attach to the shin as the wound 'heals’ and the skin contracts,"
impairing the victim's ability to walk, Dr. Corlew said.

Interplast and WHO estimate that Southeast Asian women lose a total of 4.6 million productive years from untreated
fire burns.

The WHO data only represents burns from fires, not severe burns from such other causes as scalding liquid or acid,
which usually result from acts of violence, said. Dr. Mock.

Mrs. Anderson and Dr. Corlew estimate that fire is the cause of only 60 percent of all burns.

"We would like more details on severe burns not caused by fires, by all means," Dr. Mock said. "Some of these burns
are unintentional. Things like loose-fitting cotton clothes catching on fire from open cooking fires can cause severe
burns. In addition, acts of violence or suicide attempts account for burns, but both of those categories are very
sensitive and not always reported."

Clarification from Interplast: The lead overstates the case made in the Interplast burn study. "Nearly 4 million" refers to women worldwide
(not just developing world) and is same number as the number of women who are diagnosed with HIV and AIDS (not tuberculosis and
malaria too). In Southeast Asia, more school-aged girls die of burns than of HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria combined---and they lose more
productive years to severe buns than of those three diseases combined; however, that is a smaller demographic than what is written in
the first sentence. For more information, please contact Sara Anderson, sara@interplast.org.



